
 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Platte Valley Bank    

 

Meeting called to order by President Rick Gath at 11:58 am. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Executive Director Carol Noecker led the 2019 Board of Directors in the officer’s oath.  The 2019 Chamber 
Board consists of Rick Gath, president; Starla Janes, Vice President; David Cooper, Secretary; Dave Marsh, 
Treasurer; Dennis Brewer, board member; Pam Davis, board member; Holly Olsen, board member.  All agreed 
to uphold the oath.  

President Rick Gath thanked all for the opportunity to serve as president of such a vibrant chamber of 
commerce.  He challenged all chamber members with a call to service, and as a member of the Smithville 
Chamber he proudly stated “There is no place I would rather be!” 

Former President Scott Pearson was thanked and honored for his years of leadership as Chamber President 
with a gift plaque. 

Vice President Starla Janes presented Kelley Stumph with a gift of flowers as a thank you for her years of 
service as vice president. 

Meeting Minutes  

As 2018 secretary, Starla Janes presented the December 2018 minutes for approval.  Dan Hartman moved that 
the minutes be approved as presented then Ryan Stein seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  
 

Starla Janes then presented 2019 secretary David Cooper with a secretary’s notepad of her favorite color 
(pink).    

Treasurer’s Report  
 
The December 2018 Treasurer’s Report was presented for approval by Treasurer Dave Marsh.   
He also informed us that beginning in 2019, the Chamber will have to pay real estate taxes on our building as 
501C6 entities are no longer tax exempt. 



Berry Parks moved that the Treasurer’s Report be approved as presented, Paul Dexter seconded the motion.  
The motion passed. 
 
Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent, as well as any 
guests that may be with them. 

Member of the Month:  Sean Roberts, Courier-Tribune 

The Courier-Tribune is the longest running newspaper west of the Mississippi River.  Some new changes for 
them involve an online mobile app and an electronic edition.  Sean stressed that they are proud to be a 
community newspaper – focusing on local news and events.  They won the General Excellence Award for 2018 
out of 200 newspapers in Missouri.  They like to partner with local businesses, schools, churches, and other 
organizations as well as print the Smithville Lake and Clay County informational brochures.  A popular feature 
is The Best of The Northland contest which recognizes excellence from businesses and organizations. 

Greg Atkins won a special drawing for a one year subscription to the paper. 

Next Month’s Member of the Month: Dennis Brewer, State Farm Insurance     
 
Program:  Sponsored by Platte Valley Bank 

Holly Olsen of Platte Valley Banks introduced several employees representing the bank.  She thanked Above 
and Beyond Catering for catering the meal and then donated their time to the Chamber of Commerce for the 
program.  

Executive Director Carol Noecker shared about the new Chamber Website Member Portal. 

• MembershipWorks – implemented in Nov. 2018 is new software that will add value to your chamber 
membership. 

• 5 main member benefits – Up to date information, member control, deals and promotions, account 
management, positive reviews. 

• Carol led a tutorial showing how members can log in and obtain password. 

• It provides an easy way for members to renew and pay for membership online 

• Each member can personalize their account information.  

• A “Deals” tab is an option for members to extend special offers 

• Carol shared three closing thoughts regarding the new member portal: 
1. I want your business to succeed 
2. I’m happy to make changes for you  
3. You can’t mess it up  

REPORTS: 

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

“Volunteer of the Month” - Carol recognized Linda Hill for all the volunteering she does for the chamber and 
especially for her assistance in setting up for the membership meeting. 

Membership renewals need to be turned it right away. 

The Community Award Banquet is coming up in April, be thinking of award nominees. 



A new benefit to chamber members is a health insurance plan option 

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

Cynthia shared about the progress of various construction projects around the city. 

There will be a public hearing on Jan 28th for a water bill increase proposal. 

Letters are being sent out next week for a citizen’s survey. 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Robert Hedgecorth 

An exploratory committee is being formed for student drug testing – there will be an open forum in the spring 
to discuss. 

With the inclement weather days, there will be school on Presidents Day. 

Smithville Area Fire Department – Chief Dave Cline 

The fire department responded to 1250 incidents in 2018  

The department continues to train extensively and has made 2,300 public education contacts. 

Dave discussed their 2019 goals as well as their mission statement / ethos which involves looking for 
opportunities to serve. 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

There was no new business to report. 

Special Drawings 

Sara Albright won the cash drawing.   

Table centerpieces were given away through a random drawing. 

Special Announcements 

Carol Noecker shared that the chamber lost two valued members.  Reba Atkins and Cassie Assel have recently 
passed away. 

Special announcements were made by the Chamber members advertising various events and activities 
happening in the Smithville community in the upcoming weeks.  
 

There being no further business, Rick Gath adjourned the meeting. 
 



 
  

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Smithville Chamber of Commerce     

 

  

Meeting called to order by Vice President Starla Janes at 12:00 pm. 

The invocation given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford was followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes  

The January 2019 minutes were presented for approval. 

Pete Browning moved that the minutes be approved as presented, Dan Hartman seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed. 

  

Treasurer’s Report  

 

The January 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval by Treasurer Dave Marsh. 

Scott Pearson moved that the treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Paul Dexter 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Member of the Month:  Dennis Brewer – State Farm Insurance. 

Dennis wanted to challenge us all to choose “courage over comfort”.  As a business owner with 

State Farm, he has himself recently chosen courage over comfort in order to make positive 



changes in his business.  He made the decision to incorporate his business which has proven to 

be a long, arduous process.  Another recent change for him has been location.  After 10 years in 

his old office, he chose to move his business to the Major Mall on the south edge of town.  

Decisions like these required Dennis getting out of his comfort zone in order to propel his 

business forward.   

Dennis encouraged chamber members to avoid complacency as well.  He noted that the 

Chamber of Commerce board is looking into giving our building a facelift.  These changes could 

make our building more appealing and fit in better with the new look of downtown Smithville.  

This would be an opportunity for us to avoid complacency as a Chamber of Commerce.    

Police Department:  Officers Burchette and Prindable 

Officers Burchette and Prindable informed the chamber about the upcoming Junior Police 

Academy.  This is a week long academy held in the third week of July for students interested in 

police work and criminal justice.  They would like to have 15-20 students participate in the 

program.  They are asking for financial consideration from businesses and the community as 

their goal is for kids to be able to attend free of charge.  

 

Program:  Sponsored by Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Kelly Busch presented information about the Chamber’s Welcome Program.  She visits new 

residents in Smithville to share information about the Chamber and the program members.  

Any member can add advertising and promotional items that are given to new household 

residents.  She usually visits about 20 households per month, making visits every other 

Saturday.  The cost is $2 per household visited for a business but only $25 per year for a non-

profit organization.   

 Executive Director Carol Noecker discussed a few of the lesser known benefits of being a 

chamber member. 

• Shredding service – all members are allowed to bring 1 box per month to the chamber 

office shredding bin.  

• Bulk mail permit – available if needing to send 200 or more pieces of mail. 

• Ribbon Cuttings – for new businesses or existing businesses with changes to announce. 

Carol announced details regarding the upcoming Chamber Awards Banquet.  It will be held on 

Saturday April 27th at 6:00 pm at the Paradise Point Golf Clubhouse.  The theme this year is 

“Putting on the Ritz”.  Casi Joy will be the featured entertainment.   Tickets can be purchased 

for $30 each while table sponsorships are also available.  Carol recognized the 2018 award 

winners and mentioned that nominations are currently being taken online, through the mail, or 

in person.  

 

   



REPORTS: 

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

“Volunteer of the Month” - Carol recognized Johnnie Viebrock for providing an extra special 

experience for many during Candyland Christmas.  Johnny brought his horse and carriage 

downtown for both nights of Candyland Christmas even though the weather was not pleasant.  

He gave free carriage rides, displaying his giving attitude and Christmas spirit. 

The 2019 member directories have been printed, they are available at the Chamber office. 

There are three new members to welcome:  Show Me Logos, Missouri Farm Bureau Insurance – 

Zane Myers Agency, and Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

City of Smithville Report – Nickie Lee 

Assistant City Administrator Nickie Lee shared construction updates, projects are still on track.  

She thanked the citizens of Smithville for the number of citizen surveys turned in, there were 

over 500 responses.  The Citizens Strategic Planning Process is another opportunity for citizens 

to get involved with the city.  The intent is to develop a plan for Smithville that is 

comprehensive and community wide. 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Todd Schuetz 

There have been a lot of school closings due to inclement weather.  The school board will meet 

to discuss options to make the days up.  They can already take one day off as they had an extra 

school day built into the schedule.  The goal is to have June 7th as the last day of school. 

An open forum will be held March 5th from 6:30 to 8:30 to discuss random student drug testing.  

There has been a lot of community input and discussion so please sign up in advance on the 

school website. 

Northland Christian Schools – Kris Wheeler 

As the development director, Kris is excited to see the growth phase Northland Christian is in.  

They are not only adding more students, but also have a 92% retention rate.  They are opening 

a new campus in Platte City as well as partnering with a church in Liberty to host another 

elementary school and events.  They have recently purchased a bus to transport students to 

activities.  Their students have an average ACT score of 24.4 compared to the state average of 

20, which puts them among the top schools in the state.  Long-time employee and 

superintendent Richard Rice will be retiring, Danny McCoven will be the new superintendent. 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

There was no new business to report. 



Chili Cook Off Winner 

All chamber board of directors made Chili to provide lunch for the membership meeting.  A 

contest was held that allowed the chamber membership to decide who made the best chili.  

The winner of the first Annual Chamber Board Chili Cook Off was…....Dennis Brewer with his 

famous elk meat chili.  Congratulations Dennis!   

Special Drawings 

Bob Foster won the cash drawing.   

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by Chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:02 pm. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Clay County 

  

Meeting called to order by President Rick Gath at 12:02 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Dennis Brewer. 

Meeting Minutes  

The February 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Cheryl Taylor moved that the 
minutes be approved as presented, Paul Dexter seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The February 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Scott Pearson moved that the 

treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Harley Morlock seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Clay County 

Assistant County Administrator Brad Garrett started the presentation by stating that Clay 

County has been a leader in transparency of government.  The majority of his presentation was 

about Smithville Lake facilities improvements and upgrades.  Some of the highlights include:   

• Restaurant is being built – it will provide outdoor seating with a great view 

• Marina upgrades include electrical service, banding boards, bumpers, and pump station  



• Pavers replacement – will be multi–year project 

• Camp ground improvements to electric service, bathrooms, showers, and playgrounds 

• Paradise Point Golf Course – new irrigation system, some sod converted to Zoysia grass 

Brad thanked the team that takes care of the parks and the administration of them. 

County commissioner Luann Ridgeway thanked all the county employees for their hard work as 

well.  She then introduced the employees attending the meeting. 

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

Carol asked that we all recycle plastic used during the lunch.  It was also announced that the 

Boy Scouts were offering popcorn for sale after the meeting.    

New members announced were Molly Beale Photography, Bank of Gower – George Doll 

representing, Wilkin Custom Finishes, and 9 Round. 

The Community Easter Egg Hunt will be April 13th.  The event does not last long, be early as it 

starts at 10:00 sharp. 

There will be a meeting at the library Thursday, March 14th for businesses wanting to learn 

about a Health Care Plan for Small Groups.  This is a health insurance benefit option that is 

suitable for businesses with 2 to 50 employees.  Cowell James Forge Insurance will be 

presenting. 

Monthly membership meeting sponsorships are still available for this year. 

Don’t forget about Chamber Cash – gift certificates that are usable at merchants in town.   

“Volunteer of the Month” - Carol recognized Shari Rodgers.  Shari’s office is in the chamber 

building so she is always willing to help out when Carol has to leave.  Shari attends most ribbon 

cuttings as well and is present and helpful at many chamber events.  Thanks for all you do Shari 

and congratulations on being the chamber volunteer of the month! 

Carol announced details regarding the upcoming Chamber Awards Banquet.  It will be held on 

Saturday April 27th at 6:00 pm at the Paradise Point Golf Clubhouse.  The theme this year is 

“Putting on the Ritz”.  Casi Joy will be the featured entertainment.   Nominations are still 

needed for the various awards, the deadline for nominations is March 29th. 

Casi Joy made a surprise visit as a special guest.  She sang a beautiful rendition of “I Will Always 

Love You” for the chamber.   She will also be in concert at Ladoga Ridge Winery March 16th. 

City of Smithville Report – Nickie Lee 

Assistant City Administrator Nickie Lee shared construction updates.  Main street should be 

completed by late March or early April.  She also informed the chamber that there will be a 

strategic planning initiative on June 8th. 



Matt Denton, outdoor activity director with the Parks and Recreation Dept. mentioned some 

upcoming events.  There will be a bike race on May 11th and movies in the park will be offered 

this summer (sponsors needed). 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Wayne Krueger 

Spring sports are under way, many have been postponed and rescheduled due to weather.  

Check the districts website for updated schedules. 

Graduation will be on May 26th at the Silverstein Arena in independence.  The last day of school 

will be June 7th, even with 11 unplanned out of school days this year.  Summer school will start 

June 10th and run through July 3rd.  August 15th will be the start date for school next year. 

An open forum was held March 5th to discuss random student drug testing.  There were 126 

community members present in an exploratory session to discuss the possible policy.  The drug 

testing would be for students involved in any extracurricular activity.  

Northland Christian Schools – No Report 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

There was no new business to report. 

Special Drawings 

Harley Morlock won the cash drawing while George Doll and Sara Albright won door prizes.   

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:01 pm. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

April 10, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Cowell James Forge Insurance and Sumner One 

 

Prior to the meeting starting, the Smithville High School SWAT team showed their latest robot 

and told about their program.  They have once again qualified to compete at the national 

competition.  They shared the opportunity to support them by helping offset some of the 

program and travel expenses.   

The meeting was called to order by President Rick Gath at 12:00 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Dewayne Knott. 

Meeting Minutes  

The March 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Harley Morlock moved that the minutes 
be approved as presented, Jack Woods seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The March 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  There was discussion regarding 

membership dues paid up at this point.  Ryan Stein moved that the treasurer’s report be approved 

as presented, Dan Hartman seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

 

 



Program:  Sponsored by Cowell James Forge Insurance Group and Sumner One 

Scott Pearson of Cowell James Forge introduced Deena James, President of Cowell James Forge.  

Deena spoke briefly of her company and then mentioned being a part of Accelerant, a business 

networking group that has been a valuable networking organization.  She introduced Carl Little 

of Sumner One, who also was a member of Accelerant. 

Carl shared the history and successes of Sumner One, which is a copier sales company that 

started in 1955.  They are headquartered in St. Louis but have about 125 employees in the 

Kansas City area.  He and his fellow employee Stacy shared how the industry is moving from 

paper copies toward electronic documentation.  Therefore, a current focus at Sumner One is on 

document management, which is part of their holistic office management consultation offering.  

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

New members announced were Kathy Macken with Clay County Children’s Fund and Eric Craig 

Real Estate.   

A ribbon cutting was held at Ladoga Ridge Winery to showcase their new Hearth Room.  There 

will also be a ribbon cutting for Dennis Brewer State Farm Agency at his new location in Major 

Mall on April 24th. 

The Community Easter Egg Hunt will be April 13th at 10:00 sharp.  There will be various activities 

offered before the hunt starts.  Thank you to Martha at ABC 123 for filling the eggs. 

“Volunteer of the Month” - Carol recognized Cheryl Taylor.  Cheryl helps behind the scenes at 

numerous chamber events.  She was a great help at Candyland Christmas where she even 

dressed up as an elf.  Thank you Cheryl for all you do in this community! 

Carol announced details regarding the upcoming Chamber Awards Banquet.  It will be held on 

Saturday April 27th at 6:00 pm at the Paradise Point Golf Clubhouse.  The theme this year is 

“Putting on the Ritz”.  Thank you to Starla for your efforts in planning the event. 

City of Smithville Report – Nickie Lee 

Assistant City Administrator Nickie Lee shared construction updates.  The downtown 

streetscape project is mostly finished; there will be a ribbon cutting for it on May 11th at 10:00 

am.  Humphrey’s Gravel Grinder bike race will also take place on May 11th.  Besides the race, 

there will be a bike festival with food trucks at Heritage Park throughout the day.  Larson’s 

Cruise for the Cause car show is also happening on May 11th in the afternoon followed by a 

band concert in the evening. 

There will be a strategic planning event on June 8th.  Think tank sessions will be held at the high 

school to discuss what should be important objectives for the future of Smithville.   

Smithville Public Schools Report – Wayne Krueger 

The Smithville Public Schools had four special recognitions to share 
1. National Student Council of America recognized Smithville Student Council 



2. Dr. Tracy Platt was awarded as Northwest’s Administrator of the year 
3. The SWAT Robotics team is going to the World Nationals to compete against 450 other 

teams.  They have qualified 9 out of 14 years with the program.   
4. Smithville’s cheerleaders, the 2018 Class 3A state champs, were the FOX4 team of the 

week. 
 

There will be 11 retirees in the school district this year. 

June 7th is last day of school; summer school starts June 10th and runs through July 3rd.  August 

15th will be first day of 2019/2020 school year. 

 
Smithville Area Fire Department – Dave Cline 

There were 256 incidents responded to this quarter.  Smoke alarms are offered by the 

department at no cost to anyone who needs them.  The department is getting replacements of 

their self-contained breathing apparatus this month.  They will have a fire truck at the Easter 

Egg Hunt for kids to look at and to visit with firemen.  Dave extended an offer to attend other 

community events as well if needed.  

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

Rick Gath has taken a new position with the Library which will relocate him to the Buckner 

Missouri branch.  As he will not be present in this community to serve, he has resigned as 

chamber president.  Rick thanked everyone for helping him grow personally and professionally.  

After an emotional goodbye, a standing ovation was given for Rick as his service to the chamber 

was honored.   

The chamber board has appointed vice president Starla Janes to assume the role of chamber 

president while board member Dennis Brewer will now serve as vice president for the 

remainder of the term.  As this will leave a board position vacant, a special election will be held 

at the May membership meeting to elect a board member for the remainder of the year.   

Special Drawings 

Dennis Brewer won the cash drawing, he donated his winnings to the SWAT team.  Carl Little 

with Sumner One gave away several wonderful door prizes through a drawing as well.   

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:07 pm. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

May 8, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Saint Luke’s North Hospital - Smithville 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 12:03 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford and followed with the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Dennis Brewer. 

Meeting Minutes  

The April 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Shirley Kimsey moved that the minutes 
be approved as presented, Dan Hartman seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The April 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Harley Morlock moved that the 

treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Ryan Stein seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Saint Luke’s North Hospital 

Deb Wreidt, Director of Risk Management at St. Luke’s Smithville, first thanked everyone for 

being named the business of the year at the recent awards banquet.  She shared that they have 

a 80 year history, 16 campuses, 12,000 employees, with 816 employees in the Northland. 

The Smithville hospital is a primary care facility that houses a 24 hour ER, Shape Fitness center, 

a Care Van Program and a behavioral health unit.  Deb shared that May is mental health month.  

Suicide prevention is a focus as suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in Missouri.   



Dan Malinowski is the Development Director for St Luke’s.  He informed us about the SLSH 

Foundation.  Saint Luke’s is unique among KC hospitals as it is the only one that is locally 

owned, faith based, and not for profit.   

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

“Volunteer of the Month” - Carol recognized Angela Gillen.  Angela was a tremendous help with 

the community awards banquet.  She spent her Friday before the banquet helping decorate 

and set up the room.  Thank you Angela for going above and beyond! 

The Community Awards winners were announced.  They are as follows: 

 William Parks Legacy Award – Jean Roe 
 Business of The Year – Saint Luke’s North Hospital 
 Employee of the Year – Wayne Krueger 
 Community Service Award – Johnny Viebrock 
 Educator of the Year – Jason Ambroson 
 Junior Citizen of the Year – Jackson Lakatos 
 Citizen of the Year – Starla Janes 
 Chamber Member of the Year – Cosentino’s Price Chopper 
 Smithville Rising Star – Chop’s BBQ & Catering 

Thank you to Molly Beale Photography for the great pictures of the event. 

New members announced were Claire Delaney Sundermeyer as individual member, Nita 

Pridgeon with Absolute Dignity, Houston DeFoe with Watchmen Security Services, Kris Wheeler 

as individual member, Smithville High School FBLA (Shirl Nichols representing), and Scarlett 

Hamilton with United Healthcare/Banker’s Life.    

A ribbon cutting will be at the Courtyard Park on May 11th for the new Downtown Streetscape.   

The BBQ Bash is coming up this fall, it will be held on Sept. 28th. 

Platte Clay Electric will be sponsoring next month’s membership meeting. 

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

City Administrator Cynthia Wagner shared that as most projects are completed, construction 

around town will take a break while future plans are being developed.  May 11th will be a fun 

day for Smithville as Humphreys Gravel Grinder Bike Race and Larson’s Cruise for the Cause Car 

Show are happening.  Many supporting activities and events are occurring that day as well.  

The Smithville Strategic Plan will continue to be developed and discussed at the June 8th Think 

Tank.  Your involvement and  input is welcomed and appreciated. 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Todd Schuetz 

Big News – Smithville High School was recognized as the 2nd best high school in the state of Missouri by 

US News and World Report!  The school had  exceptionally high marks for advance placement and 

proficiency scores. 



This week is teacher appreciation week.   Graduation will be May 26th at the Silverstein Eye Center Arena 

in Independence.  Upgrades around the school this year include new turf at the football stadium, new 

flooring, and some new roofing projects.  Eagle Heights is already at capacity. 

Smithville Area Fire Department – Dave Cline 

There were almost 400 incidents responded to with an average response time of around 7 

minutes.  The fire department installed 68 smoke alarms for people in the community.  Six 

members of the department will be trained in swift water rescue this month.  On June 18th, 

there will be a blood drive at the station.  Chief Dave also reminded all of us to keep house 

numbers clearly visible so emergency personnel can find the house when needed. 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

Mid- year elections were held to replace a vacated board position due to Rick Gath leaving the 

Chamber.  There were a total of eight nominees.  Angela Gillen of Edward Jones won the 

election for an at large board member.   

Special Drawings 

Bob Foster won the cash drawing.     

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:56 pm. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Platte-Clay Electric Cooperative 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 12:03 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes  

The May 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Phil Zehms moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented, Dan Hartman seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The May 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Holly Olsen moved that the treasurer’s 

report be approved as presented, Harley Morlock seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Platte-Clay Electric Cooperative 

Rebecca Pendleton Meek, Director of Marketing for Platte Clay, shared an electric safety 

presentation.  She introduced Jim Cox, who has been the safety director at Platte Clay since 

1995.  Jim stated that their goal is to keep your lights on while enhancing a culture of safety.   

On display was a rural farm setting diorama that vividly demonstrated many common electric 

safety concerns.  By electrifying certain areas of the table, Jim was able to show an electric arc,  

thereby demonstrating how electricity is always looking for a place to ground and will use the 

path of least resistance.  He shared that electricity travels at 186,000 miles per second, so you 

can’t pull away from it.  Jim also stated that the electric current is what does the damage as 



only 50 milliamps can cause a heart attack.  Over 1000 people per year die from electrocution 

while 30,000 people per year suffer disabling injuries. 

Rebecca and Jim shared some basic electric safety tips.   

1.  Look up to live!  Watch out for overhead lines. 

2. When digging underground, call 1-800 DIG RITE.  It could save your life. 

3. As for green power boxes out in the field, if it looks damaged, call Platte-Clay. 

4. Stay clear of down power lines – it is hard to tell if they are energized or not. 

5. If your vehicle comes in contact with a power line, bunny-hop away from it. 

Rebecca closed by urging us all to ambassadors for electrical safety in our community. 

 

 

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

There will be a ribbon cutting for Absolute Dignity on June 26th at the store’s new location, 108 

Bridge Street. 

The Community Cookbook is being developed.  Recipes can be entered online or by filling out a 

recipe sheet and delivering to the chamber office.   

The BBQ Bash planning is well under way, the event will be held on Sept. 28th.  There is a 30 

team limit.  A vendor fair, bike race, and the Kiwanis kids fair are events of the day as well. 

The Missouri Eats Program, a community food program, will meet downtown on June 29th. 

Additional strategic planning community engagement meetings will be held June 27th and 28th. 

Check out the community calendar on the chamber website, it is full of upcoming events.   

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

City Administrator Cynthia Wagner stated that the Community Strategic Planning “Think Tank” 

Event went well.  To continue the process, three, 1.5 hour sessions will be held on June 27th and 

28th to allow more community input.   



On Tuesday June 18th, the board of alderman will be discussing C.I.P.   

Rain has caused issues on Amory Road and a sink hole has opened up on Main Street.  The sink 

hole was caused by a failed service line.  The Commercial street sidewalk construction from the 

high school to the southern side of town has started.  The Commons construction is also well 

underway.  

Smithville Public Schools Report – Wayne Krueger 

School is out but summer is a busy time for school administration.  Summer school will start 
June 10th and go through July 3rd with about 1000 kids involved.  School starts back August 15th. 
 
Smithville High School was recognized as the 2nd best high school in the state of Missouri out of 

532 schools by US News and World Report.  On a national level, Smithville came in as the 531st 

best school out of over 17,000!  They were also ranked as the 3rd best school out of all schools 

in the KC metro area.  A tremendous accomplishment and well deserved recognition for 

Smithville High School!   

On May 28th, KMBC 9 news reported about a possible audit of the school district.  There is 

already a local petition requesting an audit.  If an audit happens because of petition, the school 

district is responsible for paying for the audit, which could require from $45 – 65,000 of district 

funds.  The board is asking the state auditor to come and do an audit which would relieve the 

school district of the audit expense. 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

There was no new business to discuss. 

Special Drawings 

David Cooper won the cash drawing which he donated to the SWAT program.     

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:18 pm. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Smithville Kiwanis, Lions, and Rotary Clubs 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 12:03 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes  

The June 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Scott Pearson moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented, Brian Fullmer seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The May 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Harley Morlock moved that the 

treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Ryan Stein seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Smithville’s Kiwanis Club, Lions Club, and Rotary Club  

David Cooper gave a brief presentation about the Kiwanis organization.  It was founded in 1915 

by Detroit businessmen and has grown into a global organization of 600,000 members with 

15,000 clubs in 80 countries.  Their mission has always been about creating better 

communities, but has narrowed its focus to making a lasting difference in the lives of children.  

Although Kiwanis is a service organization with many great local and global projects, they strive 

to not only be a community service group, but a community impact organization that 

continuously improves and betters Smithville and the surrounding community.   



Nikki Lee also shared about an exciting Kiwanis project - a shelter project at Helvey Park.  Plans 

are in initial stages, but this project could make Helvey a much more useful and inviting park.   

Harley Morlock shared about the Lions Club.  The organization is 102 years old, is present in 

over 200 countries, and has well over one million members.  The Lions give to national and 

global humanitarian efforts through the Lions Club International Foundation, or LCIF.  They 

work to eliminate blindness, eradicate measles, provide disaster relief, support diabetes 

research, and provide drug awareness through the Lions Quest program.  Local projects include 

partnering with Lens Crafters to provide glasses for those in need, sponsoring the Hot Summer 

Nights concert series, and putting on the City-wide Garage Sale. 

Ryan Stein presented information about the Rotary Club.  It was founded in 1905 while the 

Smithville chapter was formed in 1983.  International projects include eradicating polio and 

providing clean water to those in need around the world.  Local projects include improving 

playgrounds at local elementary schools, giving dictionaries to 3rd graders, and hosting the 5K 

Dam Run.  Rotarians meet every Thursday at noon in the Spellman room at St. Luke Hospital.  

Rotarian Josh Hurlbert also shared about local projects like Shop with a Cop, providing $1000 

scholarships, and building shelter houses.  The Rotarian motto is “Service Above Self”. 

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

There was a ribbon cutting for Absolute Dignity on June 26th at the store’s new location. 

David Cooper with Edward Jones will have a ribbon cutting on Aug 1st at 11:30.  This will be in 

conjunction with an open house from 9:00 am to 6:30 pm.  All chamber members are invited. 

Recipes for the Community Cookbook can be entered online or by filling out a recipe sheet and 

delivering to the chamber office.  Recipes are needed by early August.   

There will be a State of The Community Dinner on Thursday Sept 12th at SHS.  Reception will 

begin at 6:00 with dinner following at 6:30. 

The BBQ Bash planning is well under way, the event will be held on Sept. 28th.  Events 

throughout the day include a vendor fair, gravel grinder bike race, cornhole tournament, 

watermelon eating contest, pie eating contest, and the Kiwanis Kids Zone.  Show Me real estate 

is sponsoring a concert by Casi Joy to culminate the evening. 

The Clay County Fair is this weekend.  Events will be held Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

Saturday July 13th is TalleyPalooza, a free concert at Show Me Real Estate. 

Check out the community calendar on the chamber website, it is full of upcoming events.   

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

City Administrator Cynthia Wagner commented on the Community Strategic Planning process.  

There has been positive community involvement with 120 attending the “Think Tank” meetings 

and over 400 surveys completed online.  Another series of meetings will be held in September. 



Cynthia recognized the attendees that are members of the community service organizations 

and acknowledged the high rate of community involvement in these groups. 

There are a couple of upcoming construction projects.  There will be a sidewalk built on 

Commercial St. from the high school to 169 and a trail is being built from downtown to the lake.  

The Amory Road repair will begin in August and hopefully be completed in November. 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Ashley Jones 

School is out for summer.  
 
At a recent national competition, Robert Schwind of Smithville was named the National 
Champion Future Business Leader.  The FBLA program led by Shirl Nichols placed 12th in the 
nation for its Green Tie Affair.  Fantastic accomplishments for FBLA! 
 
Next week the school will hold financial workshops to provide details on the schools finances. 
 
School will start August 15th. 
 
Old Business: 

Dennis Brewer shared that we are moving forward with the Chamber of Commerce building 

facelift.  An architecture drawing is being obtained in order to proceed. 

New Business: 

There was no new business to discuss. 

Special Drawings 

Dan Hartman won the cash drawing.     

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community. 

Valerie McClellan and Carolyn Major of Kindred Chevrolet announced that they are retiring.  

The dealership has been sold to Eric Gentry and his partners at Victory Chevrolet.  Eric 

mentioned he plans on continuing the long standing tradition of high quality service with GM 

products.  The Victory dealership group is a faith based business and strives to treat all 

customers according to the golden rule.    

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

Aug 14, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Victory Chevrolet 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 12:05 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by 

Judy Clough. 

Meeting Minutes  

The July 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Harley Morlock moved that the minutes 
be approved as presented, Nyle Miller seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The June 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval by treasurer Dave Marsh.  Ryan Stein 

moved that the treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Judy Clough seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Starla recognized the many new members present at the meeting.  She also congratulated 

Harley Morlock for being pictured and honored in the Lions’ worldwide monthly magazine. 

Program:  Sponsored by Victory Chevrolet  

Eric Gentry, new owner of Victory Chevrolet, introduced himself and shared his personal history 

as well as the core values of Victory Chevrolet.  He started by stating he is honored to continue 

the tradition established by Kindred Chevrolet.  The Victory ownership group took over the 

dealership in early July and had a great first month of sales.  Eric shared sales results form other 



dealerships owned as well and are very happy with the increase in sales volume they are 

seeing. 

Victory has purchased seven dealerships in the KC Metro area since 2014.  Eric had started his 

career as a salesman, was promoted to sales manager, and then became the finance manager 

of a dealership.  He took the opportunity to partner in buying a Dodge dealership, and soon 

after started purchasing more dealerships as opportunities were presented.   

Victory Chevrolet is proud to be a faith based business.  They have 5 Core Values that guide 

their business: honesty, teamwork, work ethic, humility, and the Golden Rule.   

Special Report:   

Berry Parks and Adele Ducharme discussed the changes happening at St. Luke’s North hospital 

in Smithville.  The ER in Smithville will close on Oct. 31st this year.  A new urgent care facility will 

open inside the new Price Chopper to take care of many urgent medical needs.  There are 

currently very few patients using the ER in Smithville as most are taken to the St. Luke’s North 

emergency room on Barry Road.    

Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

There are many new members:  CPC of Missouri (Lee Hoffman), 3F30 Architects (Bryan Ruoff), 

Boulder Designs (Tim Delougherty), ScanPros of KC (Vicki Lucito), Charity:Water (Nathaniel 

Hartman), Children First Montessori (Kelly Kobylski), and Summit Media Solutions (Tammy 

Allison). 

The building committee has met with an architect to discuss drawings of the new Chamber 

building front façade.   

The Chamber cookbook is put on hold until more recipes are submitted.   

On August 23rd, FOX4 News will host a live “Zip Trip” show in Smithville.  It will be at Courtyard 

Park from 7:00 am to 10:00 am.  All are welcome to participate.   

Upcoming Events: 
Chamber is co-hosting Hot Summer Nights on Sat. August 17th, a car show and rock concert are 
featured 
State of Community Dinner on Thursday, Sept 12th.  Tickets are available for $10.   
BBQ Bash is on Sept 28th.  13 Teams are signed up so far, promotional items are still needed. 
Bunco Bash is Sept. 29th at Ladoga Ridge Winery.  Tickets are $45 each.  
Citizens Bank will be sponsoring the membership luncheon on Sept 11th.  
 
City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

The 2020 capital expense and operating budget is being developed.  Property taxes are a major 

source of income; there will be a hearing at city hall on Tuesday, August 20th to discuss rates. 



Some changes in the new budget include police facility improvements, parks improvements, a 

comprehensive plan update, infrastructure updates and expansion, no major road construction 

plans, and a proposal to add a public works director. 

The strategic planning process will continue on Sept 18th at 6:00 with a “think tank reconvene” 

meeting. 

Amory Road construction is in the bid process, the hope is for completion by late November. 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Tod Schuetz 

August 15th is the first day of school.  There are no major changes for this school year. 
 
Construction phase 6 has been completed with new turf on the football field and the middle 
school commons updated. 
 
Phase 7 will be in the near future which will include adding 6 classrooms to Eagle Heights 
Elementary. 
 
On August 28th there will be a community meeting to discuss future needs of the school district. 
 
Smithville Area Fire District – Dave Cline 

They department has responded to 688 incidents year to date including 19 fire incidents. 

Average response time is about 7.5 minutes for all calls. 

Old Business: 

There was no old business to discuss. 

New Business: 

Luann Ridgeway announced that Clay County will have a family opening the restaurant on the 

dock at Paradise Pointe in the near future. 

Special Drawing: 

Eric Gentry won the drawing; he passed it on to Maria Looman’s daughter who helped serve 

lunch. 

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 



 
 

Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

Sept 11, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Citizens Bank and Trust 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 11:55 am. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by a moment of silence honoring 

Patriots Day.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Kenny Tromp. 

Meeting Minutes  

The August 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Dan Hartman moved that the minutes 
be approved as presented, Cary Singleton seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The July 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval by treasurer Dave Marsh.  Harley 

Morlock moved that the treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Tammy Liber seconded 

the motion.  The motion passed. 

 

Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 

guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Citizens Bank & Trust  

Pam Davis of Citizens Bank & Trust opened the program.  She introduced Shirl Nichols with the 
Smithville High School FBLA program and allowed Shirl to share what is happening with FBLA. 
 
Shirl shared that there is only 6 degrees of separation between you and success.  Four years ago 
she stood in front of the Chamber body and in front of her classroom to admit that she was not 
sure what she was doing but she wanted to start a coffee business.  In a short time, through 
networking and making connections, they figured out how to run a successful coffee shop 
called The Warrior Grind. 



Another idea Shirl had is the Green Tie Affair.  This is their highly successful miniature version of 
the “Shark Tank”.  Programs like these have challenged the students which has resulted in 
tremendous success in FBLA competitions.  One student, Robert Schwin, was the National 
Champion Future Business Leader and 9 students from Smithville went to national competition 
in San Antonio where they won gold medals. 
 
The next venture is to take the Warrior Grind idea and put it on wheels as a coffee trailer.  The 
city has donated a trailer for them to use and a generator has been donated as well.  A unique 
coffee blend, “Be A Warrior”, has been created with help from The Roasterie.  FBLA students 
placed at different tables throughout the room took a few minutes to ask for advice and share 
needs regarding the coffee trailer idea. 
 
Shirl informed us that the Green Tie Affair will be Dec 13th this year, our help is needed. 
 
Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

In honor of those who were affected by 9/11, Carol asked Jeff Bloemker to share his experience 

of that day with us. 

Jeff worked at the White House as a staff member in the security department.  He shared a 

riveting story about what was happening that day in the capital, including how his team worked 

to keep the vice president and many others safe.  The plane hitting the pentagon personally 

affected his team resulting in a dramatic change in their office environment and attitude.  Jeff 

said that the somber realization of what happened that fateful day developed strength and 

inner fortitude within the country’s leadership, their security team, and the nation as a whole.  

Because they were working around the clock through an extremely stressful situation, the 

security staff was highly encouraged to take time off to avoid depression and refocus on what is 

important.  Jeff ended by encouraging us all to return to the attitude of 9/12, an attitude of 

unity, resolve, and pride for our country.   

Carol thanked Jeff and then spoke about chamber business. 

She shared that there are 2 new members this month:  Ashlock Home Inspection Service with 

Richard Lowe and LSCV CPAs with Rhea Paulette representing. 

Carol also informed us of the following upcoming events: 
State of Community Dinner on Thursday, Sept 12th.  Tickets are available for $10.   
BBQ Bash is on Sept 28th. 
Bunco Bash is Sept. 29th at Ladoga Ridge Winery. 
 
City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

Cynthia shared the following information on behalf of the city: 
The inaugural State of the Community dinner will be on Thursday Sept 12th at the High School. 
The Community Strategic Planning process continues with the “Think Tank” reconvene 
The Marketplace building project has 4 new building permits now. 
The household hazard waste drop off is on Sept 21st.   
Bids are out now for the Amory Road repair project.  
 



Smithville Public Schools Report – Michelle Kratofil 

Michelle reminded everyone that this is suicide prevention week. 
Eagle Heights Elementary School received an award for their use of collaboration space. 
 
 
Old Business: 

Plans for the Chamber of Commerce building facelift are moving forward.  We are putting out 

bids this week for the project.   

New Business: 

There was no new business to discuss. 

Special Drawings 

Dennis Brewer won the cash drawing which he donated to FBLA.  Maria Looman won the 

Citizens Bank $25 gift card.       

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and 

activities in the Smithville community. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm. 

 



 
Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Show Me Real Estate / Gagnon Law Firm 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 12:03 pm. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Meeting Minutes  

The September 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Cari Singleton moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented, Harley Morlock seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  
Treasurer’s Report  

The August 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Lia Jennings moved that the treasurer’s 
report be approved as presented, Melissa Myers seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All guests 
in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Show Me Real Estate and Gagnon Law Firm  

Dirk Talley, owner of Show Me Real Estate, told how he got started in the real estate business.  As a 
young farm boy, he first became interested in studying plat maps when he was only 8 years old.  
Through farming and real estate, he has been keenly interested in land for a long time. 
 
Dirk introduced Joe Gagnon, an estate planning specialist who is an attorney Show Me Real Estate 
regularly works with.  Joe presented a very educational talk regarding the basics of estate planning.  He 
stated that everyone should have a power of attorney, a health care directive, and a will.  The goal is to 
have a will but never use it since the will has to go through the probate process.  Joe stated (tongue in 
cheek) that if you don’t have an estate plan in place, don’t worry, the state of Missouri has one for you.   
Many times the probate process can be avoided altogether through proper planning and preparedness.  
The main objective of estate planning is to pass property outside of probate to ensure that your 
property goes to whom you desire.  This can often happen through the use of a trust and proper 
registration. 
   
Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

New members this month are Epic Vision Eye Centers/Jenni Barton, Coast to Coast Reps, LLC/Mark 
Miller, and TMZKK Management, LLC/Kristine Bunch.   



The inaugural State of the Community Dinner was a great success.  The school system, city leaders, 
chamber leaders, and first responder chiefs all reported on their respective areas of expertise.  
Smithville is a vibrant and growing community with a positive future.   

The BBQ Bash was cancelled due to inclement weather.  The board made the decision to cancel the 
night before the event as thunderstorms were predicted (and occurred) on Sept 28th.  Teams were 
notified the evening of the 27th.  An alternative date was offered, but there were not enough teams able 
to reschedule. 

The Bunco Bash went well and was a lot of fun as well as a great networking opportunity.  Special thanks 
to Lane Accounting and Metro Pure Water for their organization and sponsorship of the event and to 
Ladoga Ridge Winery for hosting the event. 

Chamber board elections will be coming soon, information will be sent out.   

Don’t forget about the Chamber Benefit Plan as an optional health insurance benefit for all chamber 
members.   

Candyland Christmas will be on Dec. 7th and 13th in downtown Smithville.   

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

The city administration is finishing the budget process for the 2020 budget.  The strategic planning 
process will continue with the plan rollout on Nov. 9th at SHS auditorium.  A bid has been awarded for 
the Amory road repairs, the hope is to have the road usable by the end of November.  The Marketplace 
building project is underway with building construction.  The new Kozak’s restaurant building has been 
approved as well. 
 
Smithville Public Schools Report – Wayne Krueger 

As of Sept. 25, the school district enrollment is up 49 students over last year.  The total enrollment is 
2,647 students.  Wayne mentioned that there are several job openings for support staff in the school 
district. 
 
Old Business: 

Dennis Brewer reported on behalf of the building improvement committee.  We have official bid 
specifications with an architectural drawing but are having a difficult time finding contractors to bid on 
the project.  Some local contractors and chamber members have been contacted but we need more 
bids.   

New Business: 

There was no new business to discuss. 

Special Drawings 

Pete Browning won the cash drawing.       

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and activities in the 
Smithville community. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:01 pm. 
 



 
Smithville Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Security Bank of Kansas City 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 11:50 am. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford. 

Leo Slenker of Security Bank introduced Dewayne Knott from the American Legion.   Tom and Kay 
Peca served as the color guard while Dewayne led the pledge of allegiance.   

Mr. Brockman and the Smithville High School Band played the Armed Forces Medley as veterans from 
each branch of service came forward to be honored.  A rousing applause followed in honor of our 
veterans.  Each veteran introduced themselves and told which branch of the military they served in 
and when.   

Dewayne Knott also introduced two special guests.  Emma Newland and Freda Renick built B-25 
bombers at the Fairfax plant during WW II.  They were honored with a standing ovation as the 
important role of “Rosie the Riveter” was explained.  There were 9,860 B-25s built during WW II, 
6,608 of them were built in the Fairfax plant.       

Meeting Minutes  

The October 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Cheryl Taylor moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented, Harley Morlock seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The September 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval.  Berry Parks moved that the 
treasurer’s report be approved as presented, Dan Hartman seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed. 
 
Member Introductions 

Chamber members introduced themselves and the business or organization they represent.  All 
guests in attendance were also introduced and welcomed. 

Program:  Sponsored by Security Bank of Kansas City – Leo Slenker  

Leo Slenker invited Dewayne Knott to speak about veterans and Veterans Day.  Dewayne shared that 
Veterans Day was established to honor those who served in the military and to remember the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the time when the war to end all wars ended.  Dewayne gave 



an emotional speech honoring those who served in wars from the Revolutionary War to the current 
War on Terror. He reminded us of the ideals for which they fought and the price that they paid.  He 
shared that “freedom must be fought for and defended at all costs for the inalienable rights which we 
were endowed by our creator”.  Dewayne’s speech was well received and greatly appreciated.   
 
Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

Membership renewals are happening now.  Renewals can be done in person or online.  Please be 
sure that your contact information is correct.   

The new chamber directories will be printed soon.  Bids for printing are requested.   

Chamber board elections are next month; nominations are open for all positions. 

Small Business Saturday will be the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Get $10 in chamber cash with the 
purchase of $100 in goods from Smithville small businesses. 

Candyland Christmas will be on Dec. 7th and 13th in downtown Smithville.  On December 7th there will 
also be the lighted Christmas parade followed with the lighting of the Mayor’s Christmas Tree.   

City of Smithville Report – Cynthia Wagner 

The strategic planning process will continue to be facilitated by Future IQ.  Five key pillars have been 
identified for future development.  This is on ongoing project that still welcomes community input 
and involvement.   

In early December, there will be a meeting to discuss the amenities to be included along the main 
street trail from downtown Smithville to the lake.   

The Missouri Mainstreet Program kicked off on November 12th . 
 
Smithville Public Schools Report – Wayne Krueger 

There all only of a couple of calendar items that Wayne will share later. 

On behalf of the school and students, Wayne thanked all of the veterans.   
 
Old Business: 

There was no old business discussed.   

New Business: 

There was no new business to discuss. 

Special Drawings 

Rhonna Mack won the cash drawing.  The patriotic centerpieces were also drawn for.       

Special Announcements 

Special announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and activities in 
the Smithville community. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 



 
Smithville Area Chamber of Commerce 

Membership Meeting Minutes 

December 11, 2019 

Smithville United Methodist Church  

Sponsored by Angela Gillen and David Cooper with Edward Jones Investments 

The meeting was called to order by President Starla Janes at 11:54 am. 

The invocation was given by Rev. Rebecca Mulford followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Smithville 7th grade choir introduced themselves as did choir director Angie Viebrock and Kendra 

Holmsted.  Chamber members then introduced themselves as well as any guests that were in 

attendance. 

Meeting Minutes  

The November 2019 minutes were presented for approval.  Shirley Kimsey moved that the minutes be 
approved as presented; Brian Fullmer seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
  

Treasurer’s Report  

The October 2019 treasurer’s report was presented for approval by treasurer Dave Marsh.  Pam Davis 
moved that the treasurer’s report be approved as presented.  Nyle Miller seconded the motion after 
which the motion passed. 
 
Special Entertainment 

The Smithville 7th Grade Choir, led by Angie Viebrock, entertained the chamber with a collection of 

traditional and modern Christmas Carols. 

Program:  Sponsored by Edward Jones Financial Advisors David Cooper and Angela Gillen  

David and Angela both shared their background, experience, and why they chose to be a financial 
advisor with Edward Jones.  They shared how much they enjoy making a meaningful difference in their 
clients’ lives.  They use an established process that starts with knowing what is most important to their 
clients, personalizing a cost-effective tailored strategy, and partnering with their clients’ long term to 
help them feel confident they can reach their goals.   
 
In keeping with the Christmas spirt of giving, they shared some ways to give financially to what matters 
most and the potential tax benefits from doing so.  David shared about gifting through 529 education 
accounts - including the numerous tax benefits and how this strategy could fit into an estate plan.  
Angela spoke about financial gifting in general and introduced other opportunities for giving.  This could 
include opening an account (through an existing foundation) specifically for gifting to any qualified 
charity the client chooses.  David mentioned Qualified Charitable Distributions as another possible way 
to get a tax deduction while supporting a charity that is important to you.  This could be an effective 
strategy for those who are required to take IRA distributions and want to make charitable donations.  In 
closing, Angela and David shared that these are just a few of the ways to give a meaningful, long lasting 
gift to a person or entity that is important to you. 
     
Executive Director Report – Carol Noecker 

New members this month are Jennifer Blecha with Fresh Picked, Curry Real Estate Services, Meritas 

Health System with Dr. Michael Brown, and Smithville Community in Action. 



Small Business Saturday was Nov. 30th.   Downtown was busy with a lot of activity in stores.   

Membership renewals are due by the end of the year, this can be done in person or online.   

We are currently seeking bids for printing the chamber directory.   

The first round of Candyland Christmas held Dec. 7th was a huge success with about 300 kids visiting 

Santa then enjoying the lighted parade and the Mayor’s Christmas tree.  The second night for Candyland 

Christmas will be Friday the 13th .  We want to thank Lance Mitchell for the use of his building.   

Membership luncheon sponsors are needed for 2020. 

City of Smithville Report – Mayor Damien Boley 

The Amory road repair construction is in process.   
 
Taco Bell and Scooters coffee are both scheduled to be open by the end of the year.   
 
There will be a comprehensive plan meeting on Jan 13th.   
 

Smithville Public Schools Report – Todd Schuetz 

On January 13th there will be health screenings done at the high school. 
 
The 2019 ACT composite scores for Smithville were 22.4!  This composite score was the third best in the 
entire Metro area.   
 
The Missouri Legislature has passed a bill that does not allow schools to start until August 24th.  This will 
create challenges with the calendar to complete the semester by Christmas.   

There is a new 10-year master building plan for the school system.  A no-tax-increase initiative will be 

placed on the August ballot to fund the plan.  

Old Business: 

There was no old business discussed.   

New Business: 

The Chamber of Commerce board of director’s election was held on Dec. 11th.  Kenny Tromp, election 

committee chairmen, announced the 2020 board election results. 

President – Scott Pearson 
Vice President – Dennis Brewer 
Secretary – Erika Winston 
Treasurer – Diane Thompson 
Board Member – Pam Davis 
Board Member – Holly Olsen 
Board Member – David Cooper 
 

Special Announcements 

Announcements were made by chamber members advertising future events and activities in the 

Smithville community. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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